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Capillary bronchitis is a very grave disease, 
and is very often improperly treated. There is 
difficulty of breathing, restlessness, anxious and 
distressed countenance. The child pants, and 
its shoulders, ribs, and nostrils heave. It 
soon grows dull arid stupid, and partial coma 
comes on, with a dusky livid hue of countenance. 
The skin is hot, dry, and husky. 

In children under two years old the coma is 
very likely to be profound, while tke lips, tongue, 
and gums grow of a dark color, and the respira- 
tion and pulse rapid—56 the former and 160 the 
latter. In older children the complaint is often 
slower in its progress, while the cough is more 
harassing. The child says but little, because the 
effort to talk uses up its breath and strength. 
The cough is most generally of a paroxysmal cha- 
racter and quite exhausting, increasing the child’s 
distress and suffering very much, at the same 
time it is dry, and often hooping. This latter 
symptom betokens a very irritated condition of 
the nervous system and great prostration of the 
vital force. The restlessnesy and agony are dread- 
ful to behold. Every motion of the child tells 
that it is suffering from the want of more air; 
though it breathes a little less rapid, yet its face 
begins to show more deep anxiety and dread, and 
soon grows pale; its hands are tremulous, pulse 
weak, jarring, and irregular; the stupor grows 
more and more profound, the nails grow blue, 
the fingers and toes cold, while the cutaneous 
surface has a peculiarly harsh and pungent feel. 
The severity of these symptoms are not in keep- 
ing with the condition of the lungs, for these or- 
gans arénot found in any severely congested or 
inflamed condition. There appears to be a deep, 


profound impression on the nervous centres, and 
especially those of functional life. The depres- 
sion of the nerve-force offer the greatest amount 
of danger. Often these symptoms are so severe 
as to mislead the practitioner into the belief that 
alarming inflammatory action is going on in the 
lungs, the results of which opinion destroys the 
child in a short time. 

In fact, the depressing influence on nervous 
centres are 80 great as to become true objects of 
treatment. This condition remains for a long 
time after convalescence has commenced. Capil- 
lary bronchitis and ivfluenza are so near alike 
in their pathology and nervous symptoms, and 
the great predominance of the latter element in 
both diseases, as to compel me to view them as 
diseases of the nervous system. 


The principle upon which treatment is to be 
conducted is, lst. To relieve the capillary conges- 
tion and engorgement. 2d. Relieve the excessive 
frequency of the heart’s action. 3d. To increase 
the respiratory powers of the cutaneous surface. 
Lastly, To relieve the neryous exhaustion, and 
avoiding all measures that draw upon the vital 
powers and strength of the child. 

The first is most properly accomplished by 
moist heat, both in and outside of the chest—the 
inhalation of the vapor of hot water, and flannels 
pressed out of a hot solution of borax applied to 
the whole body of the child; in fact, the hot pack 
is the thing. The vapor carries both heat, mois- 
ture, and air to the air cells, softens and soothes 
the irritated membranes of the inflamed air tubes, 
and allows the moist air to reach the air vesicles, 
while the hot pack renews the vital force of the 
lungs, clears the skin and makes it more permea- 
ble to air, whereby the more blood changes are 
accomplished, which in turn serves to allay the 
great oppression of the nervous system. The — 
second is most speedily accomplished by the Nor- 
wood tr. of verat. and quinine, thus: 


R. Tr. verat vir., 38s. 
Tr. aconite root, Nx. 
Quin. sulph., , gr. xii. 
Acid hydrochlo., tt. vi. 
Water, Gives. 
Teaspoonful every hour. 





This is an excellent formula, relieves ra 
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pidly the vascular excitement, and equalizes the 
circulation. I have seen children suffering from 
the most severe attacks of acute capillary bron- 
chitis speedily relieved. Immediately as the 
most pressing and active symptoms are relieved, 
I order the cimicifaga racemosa and nux vom., 
thus: 

KR. Saturated cimicifuga racemosa, ij. 
Fl. ext, nux. vom., l. 
Simple syrup, vi. 

A teaspoonful every two or four hours. 

Fl. ext. belladonna in half-drop doses every 
hour or half hour, in the worst cases, has saved 
life and relieved all the pressing symptoms. It 
is a valuable remedy in very small doses, fre- 
quently repeated. 

Quinine in pretty large doses is often needed, 
and accomplishes a great deal of good. Often the 
urgency of the cough, which occurs at irregular 
intervals and decidedly paroxysmal, accompanied 
by hurried breathing, restlessness, blueness of the 
lips, tongue, gums, and ngils, lead us often to sus- 
pect that an increased severity of disease is on us, 
but such is not the case. Quinine and bella- 


donna, are the great sheet anchors here; thus: 
RK. Quin. sulph., Zss. 
Syrup pen 3 vi. 
Teaspoonful every three hours. 


Cubebs controls the cough and exercises a kind 
influence over the mucus membrane 

The following case occurred to me this winter. 

A little girl, aged two years, in whom dentition 
was unusually difficult, was attacked with coryza. 
Three days after, her case grew serious. Her 
breathing was rapid and irregular, her counte- 
nance anxious and distressed, with a scowl over 
her face, and partly knit brow, and a livid hue. 
She was lying on her back, breathing 66 times 
per minute, and her pulse 168. In a short while 
she grew more stupid and somnolent, her eyelids 
partly apart, and her nostrils heaving. When 
she was aroused she looked up with a wild and 
distressed look. She resisted my examination in 
a hurried and abrupt manner, and reverted im- 
mediately into her previous state. Her restless- 
ness was great sometimes, and her efforts at res- 
piration were exhausting her. Her lips, tongue, 
gums, and around her eyes, wereof a dark purple 
hue. Auscultation showed nothing of any con- 
sequence any more than fine dry sounds. While 
listening near her mouth, I heard a fine crackling 
sound like that when a lock of one’s hair is rub- 
bed between the finger and thumb, She had then 
been under treatment by another physician in the 
most active style up to the time I saw her. 

I immediately ordered the treatment above de- 
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scribed. The inhalation was effected by a large 
sponge squeezed out of hot vinegar and water, 
and laid in her cradle near her head. In twenty- 
four hours her pulse had fallen to 126, and her 
respiration to 39. She appeared more cheerful, 


and her countenance seemed more natural. On - 


the night previous, beef-tea was thrown up the 
rectum, after which it appeared to rouse her 
and increase her strength. The skin was well 
cleaned with a solution of borax and alcohol. 
This latter I deem of great use, because of the 
freedom it gives the air to reach the cutaneous 
circulation, and aids in decarbonizing the blood. 
During the evening and night, she fell back 
again to her former condition, which appeared 
more aggravated. Both the breathing and color 
of the ekin were much worse. On the morning 
of the 7th, she was ordered, 
R. Quin. sulph., gr. xij. 
Acid muriat., gtt. iv. © 


Fl. ext. belladonna, gtt. vj. 
Water, 3xij. M. 


A drachm to be taken every hour. 


At 2, P. M., she was much better in every re- 
spect. Her respiration was now to 30, and her 
pulse to 105. She had been fed beef-essence and 
milk very liberally. On the evening of the 8th, 
she was quite restless again. She lay tossing 
herself about the bed, and her respiration was 
again hurried up to 55, and her pulse to 128. She 
was dully stupid, and looked livid around her lips 
and eyes. About 12, P. M., she was seized with 
a paroxysm of coughing, which exhausted her to 
such an extent as to make her pulse as high as 
160, small and quick. Ziij. of wine of ipecac. 
was given at once, when she vomited a large 
quantity of tough mucus, (false membrane, and 
pus globules, shown by the microscope.) Her 
cough was immediately relieved. Two hours 
after, I ordered double the quinine at a dose. At 
10, A. M., the next day, she was far better than 
she had been during her sickness, with a moist 
soft skin. Quinine and cubebs were now given 
freely. These seasons of depression continued 
to occur every day all during convalescence, 
growing gradually more and more obscure, Four 
other such cases in town, treated by others, died. 
I have treated eight such successfully. Her con- 
valescence was slow and tedious, but progressed 
under good nutritious food, plenty of milk, 
warmth, and quinine. 

To conclude, I say to all, that quinine in the 
treatment of the diseases of infants is a great, 
desideratum. We do not use it freely enough. 
We are too much afraid of it. Many of the 
appearances of extreme excitement and active 
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inflammation in many organs are best met with 
quinine. 

This little girl was so weak and cross, that I 
was obliged to give her cannabis indicus, and 
with most excellent results. This latter remedy 
is one of our best nerve stimulants, and operates 
on children, in small careful doses, in a very salu- 
tary manner. It meets such indications in their 
cases that opium does in the adult. It is time 
that we were taught in school, and learn out of 
school, how to doctor sick children. 

The therapeutics of nervous diseases of child- 
ren have been too much on the heroic order, and 
untempered by patience. When we view chorea 
and epilepsy as functional disorders depending 
upon a loss of vital force of the interstitial nerve 
tissue, and when we recollect that this tissue is 
the last to suffer from inanition and other de- 
pravities of nutrition, and further, that it is the 
slowest to repair, and consequently the most 
difficult to restore, we can see upon what princi- 
ple its therapeutics depend. 

Chorea is treated most successfully with the 
cimicifuga racemosa. A saturated tincture of 
Zvi. of the powdered root to a pint of alcohol at 
ninety proof, by displacement. I have treated 
thirteen cases in six years, with remarkable suc- 
cess. Six of the cases were children under twelve 
years old. The average duration of treatment 
seven months. My favorite prescription is 

RK. Sat. tr. cimicifuga, Ziijss. 


Fl. ext. nux vom., Biij. 
Syrup araunti, 3Vss. 


3i. three times a day. 

This prescription sometimes requires to be of 
double the above strength. An excellent adjunct 
is bromide of ammonia in grain doses. One 
particular feature of treatment must be to edu- 
cate the child to control the actions of its limbs, 
and give it rational exercise. Thus, a little boy, 
wet. 6, was brought to me, suffering from chorea. 
His case was of that severe description so often 
described as being incurable. He had been un- 
der treatment for sixteen months, and at the same 
time growing worse. When I saw him, he was 
unable to hold a tumbler of water without drop- 
ping it, nor could be maintain one position a 
minute. He was in constant motion, of a jerk- 
ing kind. The disease was wasting him away 
rapidly. I ordered him the above prescription, 
which he used regularly three times a day ; every 
night a grain of bromide of ammonia added. Fif- 
teen days after, he was brought to me again, so 
much improved that he could drink water from 
& tumbler held by himself, which his father in- 
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before. In twelve weeks I saw him again, when 
I found him so nearly well, that he was able to 
attend school and was learning rapidly. Three 
months from the date I saw him, he was well. 

The black cohosh is ngarly a specific in chorea, 
and the saturated tincture is the best form to use it, 

Epilepsy is remedied seven times out of nine, 
and cured five times in seven, with the bromide 
of ammonia. I have treated eighteen cases in 
six years with this remedy, and cured ten. The 
average period of treatment has been nine months. 
The shortest, six months; the longest, fifteen 
months. To the bromide I add belladonna when 
I perceive symptoms of cerebro-spinal engorge- 
ment. 

Thus, a boy, eleven years old, who had suf- 
fered from fits at irregular intervals for six 
months, became an habitual epileptic for two 
years, at the end of which time I saw him. He 
occasionally had no premonitory symptoms of an 
attack, and fell suddenly in a convulsion. At 
other times he experienced a strange feeling up 
his spine to his head, and would remain in a 
torpid semi-somnolent state for many hours after, 
though his face was pale and his eyes dull. 

This boy had remarkably well developed physi- 
cal powers and muscles, with a usually good 
digestion. I immediately ordered, 


Rk. Sulph. magnesia, BYyj- 
Sodee phos., i. 
Aqua, viij. M. 


A tablespoonful every two hours till the bowels 
were moved; then he was to take a teaspoonful 
of the following, four times a day: 

Rk. Ammon. brom., Zss. 
Fl. ext. bellad , 3j. 
Syrup. aurantii, 3vj. M. 

Diet light, cut of meat, and half his butter, and 
all his tea. 

The first two weeks after treatment was com- 
menced he had five fits, more severe than usual. 
The treatment was persisted in. Three months 
after his fits began to grow lighter, and the bel- 
ladonna showed its physiological effects. It was 
reduced to one-eighth for two weeks, and then 
gradually increased to ita former dose. This 
course was pursued for six months, at which 
time a marked difference was diseovered, both as 
to the frequency and the severity of his fits, none 
having occurred for the last twenty-six days. 
The bromide was then lewered in dose one-fourth. 
During the next three months he had two light 
fits, the last one so trivial as to be regarded as of 
but little consequence. But the case remained at 
this stage for five months longer; light fits occur- 





formed me, he had not done for eighteen months 


ing at intervals of thirty or thirty-six days. At 
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the end of the year he began to be discouraged, 
and needed a great deal of attention and induce- 
ment to cause him to continue treatment, and 
his parents to urge it on. However, it was 
steadily pursued. From the fourteenth month 
till the eighteenth, he had but one light fit, and 
in two years was entirely cured. 

This case is but the true type of many others. 
It requires the perseverance and energies of the 
beaver, the patience of Job, and the firmness of 
Jupiter, to control both the patient and his 
friends, and make them continue the treatment. 
One great reason why we have been so un- 
successful in treating epilepsy, is found in the 
practice of our becoming ourselves discouraged 
and dissatisfied with our remedies, and constantly 
changing them. The physician needs to be a 
perfect Zeno, a stoic, and to turn out of his path 
for nobody, nor anything else. I am confident 
that the bromide of ammonia is our remedy, aided 
by belladonna when indicated by cerebro spinal 
congestion or hyperemia, in the treatment of 
epilepsy of children. Another requisite to suc- 
cess is strict attention to diect, moral and physi- 
cal training, and all causes that affect the emo- 
tions. 

Scrofulous swellings of the joints, such as is 
styled white-swellings, are, according to my ex- 
perience, best treated by the vegetable alteratives, 
in both infusions and saturated tinctures. These, 
too, need to be closely attended to, and persist- 


ently urged on. 


Such remedies as alnus serrulata, corydalis for- 
mosa, stillingia sylvatica, rumex crispus, scroph- 
ularia marylandica are of great value. The podo- 
phyllum also, in small portions, aids remarkably. 
My method is to use them in fine powder, dis- 
placed with boiling water, and syruped with 
sugar. A favorite prescription of mine in stru- 
mous children, is to order cod-liver oil and the 
following syrup: 

RB. Alnus serrulata, pulv., 3). 

Stilling. sylv., Ras. 

Scrophularia mary, p.,  Ziss., 

Podophyllum rad., pulv., 3Ziij., M. 
displaced with boiling water, till a pint is drawn 
off; then add sat. tr. corydalis formosa, Zi; hy- 
pophosphite of lime, Ji; sugar, 3xi. This makes 
a valuable and efficient alterative for strumous 
children. When iron is needed, I always order 
the syrup of hypophosphite of lime, strychnine, 
quinine, and iron tonic already mentioned. I 
have seen scores of the worst cases of scrofula 
yield to this treatment, that had resisted treat- 
ment for years, especially that of the joints, 
bones'and glands. Some five cases of bronchial 
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tuberculosis have been cured in this way in my 
practice. 

I have always found mercury and antimony 
vile remedies for children, and have always 
avoided them. Over the swollen joints I paint tr. 
of iodine, of double strength, and over that a 
thick coat of collodion. This practice has often 
afforded relief when the joints are painful. I 
have used all other remedies, and have found 
none other so successful in controlling the pain. 
The cod oil will often suddenly fatten up chil- 
dren, when accompanied by the above syrup, 
after it had signally failed during a tedious pre- 
vious trial. 





ee 
POISONOUS WOUND PRODUCED sy a FISH. 
By L. Traver, M.D, 
Acting Ass’t Surgeon, U. 8. Navy. 


On the 4th instant, while a boat’s crew from 
the Tallapoosa were fishing off Santa Rosa 
Island, Edward Hogan, one of the crew, was 
stung on the left foot by a fish which lay in the 
boat, known to naturalists by the name of sting- 
ray. The wound, one quarter of an inch long, 
and about the same in depth, was received near 
the head of the metatarsal bone of the great toe. 
Hogan was immediately brought to the vessel, 
suffering great pain. On the way, his compan- 
ions experienced great difficulty in keeping him 
in the boat, as he continually attempted to jump 
overboard while in a state of delirium produced 
by the pain. 

I saw him three hours after the injury, 
(5, P. M.) He was writhing in great pain, 
with a wild look, and shaking from head to foot. 

7 o'clock, P. M. Suffering severely, pain run- 
ning up the left leg to his heart, and extending 
over nearly the whole surface of his body; so 
severe at times that it required four men to keep 
him in his cot. Tetanic spasms of the muscles 
of the face and twitching of the muscles of the 
limbs set in. 

I prescribed morph. sulph., gr. ss., in solution. 
The pains increasing, this was followed by whis- 
ky, Ziv., combined with tinct. opii, 3j. In 
half an hour it was repeated, with half the quan- 
tity of opium. Also applied spt. ammonia to the 
wound, and enveloped the foot in a warm linseed 
poultice. The pain and nervous irritability 
ceased for a time, but soon returned with in- 
creased vigor. 

Up to this time he had taken opium, grs. x.; 
whisky, 3viij., apparently with but little benefit. 
Administered ether by inhalation, Zvj., followed 
by a small amourt of chloroform. 
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9 o'clock, P. M. He became quiet, fell asleep, 
and continued to sleep until 2 o’c'ock on the fol- 
lowing morning, when he awoke and complained 
of pain. Whisky and opium repeated. Slept 
until 6, A. M. 

April 5th. Has but little pain in the foot and 
leg. Nervous system quiet. 

April 6th. Feels pretty well, with the excep- 
tion of some soreness in the foot and irritability 
of the stomach. 


U & 8S. Tallapoosa, 
Of Navy Yard, Pensacola, Fla., April 28, 1867. 
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GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS. 


By D. L. Puares, M.D., 
Of Newtonia, Miss. 





Number 523 contains a request that corres- 
pondents “give, through the Reporter, their ex- 
perience with the gelsemi(n)um sempervirens.” 
Having used it some thousands of times, in many 
different diseases as well as in health, experi- 
menting on myself, I have a right to speak; and 
right it is, perhaps, that I should do so. Ac- 
quainted with the plant from childhood, and 
strongly impressed with the notion of its danger- 
ous potency, I commenced by using it cautiously 
on myself. To be certain in regard to dose and 
effect, I prepared the medicine myself, using four 
ounces of fresh root, cut into small pieces, to 
sixteen ounces dilute alcohol. 

To write an article worthy and exhaustive of 


‘ the subject would require many pages. But 


your columns being too valuable to be occupied 
by very lengthy reports, I will not undertake to 
give details of experiments, cases, or symptoms ; 
nor to discus: principles, modes of action, or 
theoretic crudities; but briefly state a few con- 
clusions reached. 

Fevers. Gelsemium is a valuable agent in the 
treatment of all fevers; but not equally so in all. 
In typhus and typhoid, it must be used mainly in 
the earlier stages; and exhibited liberally, it will 
do much to abbreviate the duration of and even 
abort these diseases. At a later stage, it may 
still be used with munch benefit; in full doses 
when the pupil is contracted, the head hot, skin 
dry, and pulse firm; in smaller doses, with feeble 
circulation and cold extremities; with dilated pu- 
pil, not at all. Yellow fever is wonderfully modi- 
fied, shortened, and shorn of its danger and terror 
by this remedy. It never offends or nauseates the 
stomach; but being powerfully sedative to the 
nervous, muscular, and arterial systems, I often 
employ it to overcome nausea and prepare the 
stomach to accept quinine and other agents. It 
speedily subdues the fever and prevents that con- 
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dition of the stomach and general system which 
culminates in the justly dreaded black vomit. 

Intermittent fever is often subdued and a per- 
fect recovery effected by* this agent alone, and 
sometimes after the failure of quinine and other 
anti-periodics. But in these cases I prefer using 
quinine and gelsemium both, if congestive or 
malignant; combined, if the stomach be not irri- 
table; otherwise, the gelsemium a few minutes 
before the quinine. In milder grades of fever, I 
often use the gelsemium alone during the hot 
stage, and quinine alone during the intermission ; 
in graver cases, both during either stage. In the 
cold stage, I use neither; though others do, with 
alleged good results. For fifteen years I have 
been very well satisfied with chloroform or mor- 
phine, or both, according to indications, in the 
cold stage. To avert an expected paroxysm, if 
the attack be malignant, I rely on a full dose of 
morphine and quinine an hour or an -hour and a 
half before the time for invasion. In these cases, 
and for this specific purpose, nothing, not even 
quinine, is comparable with morphine, 

Remittent fever may often be aborted and al- 
ways shortened by gelsemium liberally exhibited. 
When proper, an emetic or cathartic should be 
premised, or the latter may be administered at 
any stage when indicated; and must be, if the 
gelsemium fail to manifest its usual effects in due 
time. In some families, when, in fevers, unable 
to obtain any perceptible effect from any other 
remedies, I have induced sedation with a dose or 
two of gelsemium; then other medicines act as 
promptly and as happily as any one could desire. 
On the other hand, I find cases, rarely however, 
in which the fever does not yield promptly to 
even full doses of the gelsemium. A cathartic 
being given and acting effectively, the system 
comes promptly under the sedative influence of 
the medicine, the fever subsides, and the patient 
is convalescent. If promptly and properly man- 
aged, fevers treated with this agent are succeeded 
by very little debility, and the patient will not 
need tonics. 

Neuralgia. It is an admirable agent in the 
treatment of neuralgias, subduing nervous irrita- 
tion and pain in the most astonishing manner; 
in many instances, a few doses (I have known a 
single full dose) effecting a permanent cure of 
cases of long standing and great severity. 

Spermatorrhea, more properly, or more fre- 
quently perhaps, prostatorrhea, is in many in- 
stances cured by a few nightly doses of this med- 
icine. How it cures in these cases is obvious 
enough to any one familiar with its pathology. 
As a parturifacient its action is curious. For 
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while it relaxes the os and other portions of the 
muscular system, the expulsive contractions of 
the uterus are not diminished, but rather in- 
reased, while pain is lessened. 

Painful menstruation is relieved by this medi- 
cine; it may be by its preventing, or removing en- 
gorgement of, or by relaxing the neck and os 
uteri, contracted neck and os being frequent cause 
of dysmenorrhea. 

In dysentery, for the febrile state, exhibited 
per ore; for tenesmus, per ano, it is very valu 
able. 

In otitis, Ihave had good results from its in- 
troduction into the meatus auditorius. 

In habitual wakefulness, sleep may often be 
induced by a single dose taken on retiring at 
night. 

In delirium tremens its action is similar to that 
of digitalis, promptly dispelling delirium and 
calming nervous excitement, thus inducing 
sleep. 

In feeble capillary circulation with cold extre- 
mities, its action is again similar to that of digi- 
talis. I sometimes order one, sometimes the 


. other, with equally good effect. 


For ‘‘a cold,” or ‘‘a hot,” as a recent writer 
seems inclined to consider it, it is an excellent 
thing; a single dose at night often curing recent 
cases. 

In metritis, peritonitis, and other affections also, 
I have seen good effected by it. In all cases, the 
intelligent physician will, of course, use such 
other remedies as may be indicated by the cir- 


. cumstances, 


Acute inflammatory rheumatism must not be 
omitted in this enumeration; for here the gelse- 
mium is highly efficacious. Exhibit a very active 


athartic—say compound extract of colocynth 


with calomel, or podophyllum—without waiting 
for it to act, give the gelsemium every hour or 
two in full doses, and apply locally, in tincture 
or decoction, (I use the latter,) on cloths satu- 
rated and wrapped around the inflamed parts, en- 
closing all in cotton batting. Keep the patient 
quite warm and perspiring freely. I have seen the 
most distressing cases of this terrible malady thus 
cured completely in a day or two. To secure so 
speedy and permanent a result the treatment must 
be very prompt and vigorous. 

Dose and administration. Want of space ad- 
monishes me to close rather abruptly. The dose 
of the above-mentioned tincture, (I have used no 
other preparation internally,) is from ten drops 
to a drachm in water, from a drachm to an ounce 
or more—the larger quantity of water preferable, 
if not contra-indicated. With little or no arterial 





excitement small doses are indicated, to be in- 
creased in proportion to arterial impulse, heat of 
head and contraction of pupils, exhibited every 
hour or two pro re nata. Acute rheumatism, 
very painful dysmenorrhcea, and severe fevers, of 
course require the larger doses. But I have 
never found it necessary to produce that helpless, 
complete, utter relaxation of the muscles readily 
induced by it in some conditions of the system. 
Should this occur to such a degree as to endanger 
life, give hot infusion of thuja occidentalis leaves, 
or capsicum and brandy, or, better still, some 
preparation of nux vomica, as they are mutually 
antidotal. I always prefer giving to the extent 
of rendering the eyelids heavy and difficult to 
keep open and the vision double or clouded, with 
dilated pupil. In some instances I have for many 
hours purposely maintained these symptoms. In 
most cases, however, as soon as they appear the 
fever and other morbid conditions subside, leav- 
ing the patient little weakened, convalescent, and 
not requiring tonics. Although its most marked 
effects are nervous sedation and muscular relaxa- 
tion, yet it is a most admirable ¢onic in many 
cases of debility, irritable stomach, dyspepsia, 
etc., improving both appetite, digestive and as- 
similative functions. Many applications of this 
remedy will occur to the mind of the practitioner 
which I cannot now mention. Nor have I space 
to notice the few cases of fatal poisoning with 
this drug, reported in the medical journals, which 
I intended to do, Suffice it to say, it is much less 
dangerous than the preparations of opium, which 
last I regard as the greatest and best of medi- 
cines. But I have seen many injured and some 
killed by the opiates; never one either killed or 
injured by the gelsemium. Let no one, however, 
be mistaken. for it is capable of killing, and has 
done so. Combined with veratrum viride its 
power is much augmented. 
ee 
TANSY IN EPISTAXIS. 


By Cuas. Prentice Unte, M.D., 
Of Hackettstown, N. J. 


Of the various means at our command for the 
control of this frequent and often rebellious 
affection, none has been so successful in my 
hands as the tanacetum vulgare of the U. S. Dis- 
pensatory. 

While a student of medicine, I was much pre- 
disposed to weakening attacks of epistaxis. All 
remedies that I could bring to bear upon it, 
whether vegetable, mineral, or mechanical, were 
faithfully and thoroughly applied, with no marked 
success. It continued to increase in frequency 
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and amount, until at last, the least excitement or 
over-application was a certain herald of a re- 
newed attack. 

One day, while enjoying that not over-pleasing 
sensation Of formication caused by the blood as 
it trickled from my affected member, I accident- 
ally plucked a leaf of tansy, which was growing 
near, and applied it to the part. To my surprise 
and gratification, the hemorrhage immediately 
ceased.” 

Retaining this new and novel idea, at the first 
opportunity I gave it another trial, with the 
same pleasing results, and forever after, the use 
of tansy was truly a sine qua non to my comfort 
and happiness. I subsequently made numerous 
experiments, and became entirely satisfied that 
this herb produced the long wished for and happy 
results. 

Of late years, I have used the same remedy 
with flattering success in all cases of acute or 
chronic epistaxis. In some cases, the simple 
aroma or odor of the plant is sufficient to quell 
the most active haemorrhage. 





Hospital Reports. 


BALTIMORE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
Meetings of March 11th and 25th, 1867. 
Reported by J. W. P. Bates, M. D. 


Subject of discussion—Drorsy. 


Dr. Dare. Dropsy may be defined to be a col- 
lection of water in any part of the body. Water, 
is present in all the tissues, and can never be 
considered unnatural as to place but only as to 
quantity. Old writers ascribed dropsy to exces- 
sive action of the exhalants. The veins and 
capillaries are considered to be the chief peccant 
organs concerned in its production. Dr. Don- 
ALDSON, in gn essay on dropsy, considers the 
capillaries as the chief seat of the effusion, They 
are the organs concerned in secretion, nutrition, 
and the pathological phenomena of congestion 
and inflammation ; pity it is through them that 
the blood comes in contact with the tissues, They 
have no muscular walls, and the circulation is 
naturally slow and very liable to retardation. 

Dr. Suutt. Do you consider that the effusion 
poured out in the cellular tissue, as the result of 
@ contusion, is produced by the same means as 
dropsy in the serous cavities ? 

Dr. Dare. I consider the seat of the effusion 
to be the same. These minute capillaries may in 
one sense be considered both as exhalants and 
absorbents. They act in proportion to the de- 
gree of fulness. The same physical eonditién 
which makes them pour out serum, vis., hydros 
tatic posnenrss will prevent them acting as absorb- 
ents, but when the vessels are not fall they will 
absorb the serum from the tissues. The chief 





causes of the retardation and stagnation of the 
blood in the capillaries are, impoverished blood, 
excrementitious matter in the blood, and obstruc- 
tion in the lungs, heart, and liver. After ex- 
hausting diseases we frequently see dropsy result 
on account of the poverty of the blood, the laxity 
of the tissues, and the deficiency of oxygen car 
ried by the decreased blood seopusdiie: ‘Ths skin, 
kidneys, lungs, or liver, may not properly per 
form their functions, and the blood may become 
loaded with effete particles which cannot be 
thrown out of the system, and congestion and 
effusion result. This is one of the most constant 
symptoms in Bright’s disease, In obstruction, 
the effect is purely mechanical, and is transmit- 
ted backward to the capillaries, where the circu- 
lation ig most difficult. The pathology of the so- 
called, active dropsies may be made more clear 
by reference to the nervous system. Bernard 
says the sympathetic nerve presides over the 
small arterioles; when it is irritated the blood- 
vessels contract; when cut, they dilate. Irrita- 
tion of — ame — istributed to an 
organ uces sis of the s —— to 
pe pen organ. PWhen there is wae cial irrita- 
tion, as by cold, there is a tendency to paralyze 
the sympathetic of internal organs, and, as a con 
sequence of such congestion, we may have bron- 
ehitis, diarrhoea, or dropsy. In bronchitis and 
diarrhea the effusion passes off, in dropsy it is 
retained. Considering the impoverished condi- 
tion of the blood as one of the great causes of 
this effusion would teach us not to continue de 
letent agents, as hydrogogue cathartics, too 
ong. 

Dr. Arnoup. Dropsy is generally merely 4 
symptom of diseases of various origin; but in 
actual practice we are often called upon to relieve 
the distress which is produced by the great pres- 
sure of the body of water, and which is some- 
times the cause of more immediate danger than 
is the pathological condition upon which thé 
dropsy depends. When we cannot relieve the 
cause, wé must, if possible, modify the effect. 
The indications are, therefore, two-fold. Often 
the treatment to relieve is directly Sopesite to that 
of curing the original disease. We know that 
effasion takes place in dead bodies, and effusion 
of lymph, pus, ete., in inflammatory diseases, 
The older theories concerning the cause of dropsy 
correspond very nearly with those of the present 
time. The absorbents, lacteals, veins, an bs = 4 
laries, must be thrown into a state of aton is 
is often caused by mechanical pressure. An aux- 
iliary explanation is, that it is | necessary 
that a certain amount of watery fluid should be 
thrown out. If the organs do not perform their 
offices, there is dropsy. If the “re effected has 
an outlet, there is generally but little danger of 
water collecting in the body. The veins may 
become so relaxed in their tissue, owing to 
lysis of the vaso-motor nerves, (Brrwann), that 
they allow the water to through them. Thé 
fuller the veins are the leas they will absorb from 
the tissues, and this explains why bleeding is 
often followed by rapid diminution of the efftistoti, 

Dr. hfs If = poe a 
dropsy depends u ysis e cap 
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icular organs are followed by particular forms 
of dropsy, as disease of the heart by anasarca ; of 
the liver, by ascites; of the kidneys, by puffiness 
of the face. 

Dr. Annotp. The suggestion of Dr. WiLi1aMs 
is excellent. The first question is—What form 
of heart disease is generally followed by dropsy? 
It is generally granted that dilitation of the right 
chamber is usually so followed. The phenome- 
non proves that it is owing to some obstruction 
and stagnation of the circulation. It is well 
known that dilitation is seldom an original dis- 
ease, but generally the sequela of hypertrophy of 
the left ventricle, which itself is the result of 
some other disease—as acute rheumatism. The 
heart becomes over excited, and from increased 
action becomes hypertrophied. The quicker the 
pulse—the more oe the sys ole—the less is 
the amount of bl sent through the arteries. 
Nature tries to remedy the fault by another vice 
—this produces stasis of blood in the lungs—this 
reacts on the right side of the heart—it is not ex- 
pelled as quickly, nor in the proper quantity, and 
the veins suffer in consequence; and this pro- 
motes the transudation of serum, which is dropsy. 
Another condition which produces dropsy, viz., 
cartilaginous or other omatous degeneration of 
the coats of the arteries (which occurs in old 
persons) act by degrading physiological laws to 
Gone , and allows the fluid to escape from the 

iseased blood-vessels. Another disease followed 
by dropsy, is granular disease of the kidney. The 
cortical substance is the part which suffers origi- 
nally, and the presence of albumen is a very 
characteristic phenomenon. Thirty-three per 
cent. of Bright’s disease is followed by dropsy. 
The explanation as given in the case of disease of 
the heart does not obtain here, The only ex- 
planation which attempts to clear up the diffi- 
culty, is that there is a depravation of blood, and 
on account of this the vessels allow the fluid to 
escape. The same effect is seen in cases of he- 
morrhage and chlorosis. I do not wish to be 
understood that the venous system is the exclu- 
sive seat of the effusion, for the capillaries being 
the ultimate radicles may be implicated. But it 
usually follows pressure on large veins, as in the 
dropsy of pregnancy; Ly. apni dolens produced 
‘by emboli, or swelling of the arm in cancer of the 
breast. 

Dr. Dare. The capillaries are the immediate 
seat of nutrition and calorification, and also of 
dropsy. They pour out and take up the sub- 
stance of the tissues, (£dema, the result of a 
bruise from the paralysis of the nerves, is simply 
dropsy of the areolar tissue produced by obstruc- 
tion through the capillary system. The same 
explanation will answer for the cavities. 

. Hartman. I think there are two condi- 
tions upon which dropsy supervenes. Ist. Venous 
obstruction, as ascites from obstruction of the 
portal yein. 2d. When the balance between the 
arterial and venous circulation is disturbed, The 
arterial circulation may be right, but from some 
cause there may be depression of the vital action 


of the absorbents, and they do not take up the 
fluid promptly. 

Dr. Fay. With reference to the cure of some 
forms of dropsy, especially that form which re- 
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sults from an impaired condition of the system, 
as after typhoid fever, etc. When we have swell- 
ing of the extremities, I wish to call the atten- 
tion of members to the external use of veratrum 
viride. I use either the fluid extract or the tinc- 
ture, and have found it to remove the effusion 
very soon, I have had no opportunity to’'try it 
in exanthematous dropsies, but do not doubt it 
would be of use in them also. 

Dr. Herspy. I hope the gentlemen will state 
his theory of its action. 

Dr. Fay. I do not know that I can do that, 
It is a simple fact, but I have never been able to 
reason it out. 

Dr. Heussy, Were not the patients taking 
tonics, and was not the good effect produced by 
them rather than by the veratrum? 

Dr. Fay. They had been taking tonics, but 
the effect was so marked that it could not be at- 
tributed to them. I used it first as a local appli 
cation to relieve pain, but the effect was such in 
the speedy reduction of the swelling that I have 
used it ever since in all such cases, 


Dr, Arnotp. Dropsies are in very bad repute, 
especially what are called chronic dropsies. The 
are often incurable, particularly those which fol- 
low organic disease, and all our skill has to be 
directed to the alleviation of pain. Often we do 
injustice to ourselves in not carefully diagnosti- 
cating those which are curable and those which 
are not. One of the best remedies, especially in 
cases which follow disease of the heart, is digi- 
talis. According to my experience it is useless 
in any other class. I generally give it in infu- 
sion, in f.3ss. doses every four hours, and have 
never seen any bad effect from it. I do not pre- 
sume to say that it will cure, but it is a powerful 
palliative. It is frequently given in combina- 
tion with squill, potass. nit., etc., and then it is 
impossible to tell which does good. It is per- 
fectly innocent. It is not a depressant but a 
tonic to the vasa-motor nerves, Under its use the 
pulse loses that fulness, (which is not a sign of 
strength but rather of weakness,) and becomes 
more contracted. The happy mean has to be 
sought, so as not to produce too much contrac- 
tion. I should not hesitate to give it in cases of 
debility. 

Dr. Lreswan. We know that digitalis lessens 
the action of the heart, and consequently retards 
the force of the blood, and we would expect the 
stagnation to be increased. 

r. Swutt. How would you classify digitalis? 

Dr. Arnotp. As a stimulant of the vasa-mo- 
tor nerves. 

Dr. Suit. Is it diuretic? 

Dr. Arnotp. Indirectly. That it is a stimu- 
lant to the nerves seems to be proved by its good 
effects in delirium tremens. It adds tone to the 
circulatory system. 


—___—_~> oe _—_____ — 


—— The London Medico-Chirurgical Review, 
gives the following table showing the proportion 
of insane poor tothe population in certain coun- 
ties of England: Lincolnshire has 1 in 518, Cam- 
bridgeshire lin 439; Surry 1 in 411; Devon 1 
482, or 1 in 546 males and 435 females; Kent 1 
in 542; South Wales 1 in 500. On the first of 
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January 1866, there were 32,896 lunatics in 
asylums and hospitals in England and Wales, 
besides about 10,000 in workhouses. 
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18TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMER- 
ICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(Continued from page 428.) 





Tuirp Day.— Thursday, May 9th. 


The Association met at 9 o'clock, the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Askew, in the Chair. The minutes of 
the previous session were read and approved. 

Dr. D. H. Storer, of Mass., arose to a question 
of privilege, namely, the honor of the Associa- 
tion. It was in debt, and its first duty was to 
take measures to relieve its executive officers 
from their embarrassments. He moved that 
every member be assessed a tax of two dollars, to 
raise the necessary funds. 

On motion, he was requested to prepare a sub- 
scription paper, and lay it upon the table for 
voluntary subscriptions. 

Female Physicians. 

Dr. W. L. Aruexz, of Philadelphia, offered the 
following : 

“ Whereas, The subject of female medical edu- 
cation is exciting attention, and regularly educa- 
ted female physicians have establised themselves 
as practitioners of medicine; and 

“* Whereas, Female Medical Colleges, embrac- 
ing all the branches taught in other colleges and 
all the conditions for graduation, exist in the 
United States, for the separate education of fe- 
males; and 

“ Whereas, It is important that the standard 
of education and the observance of the code of 
medical ethics should be fostered and maintained 
by this Association ; therefore, 

“ Resolved, That the American Medical Asso- 
ciation recognizes well educated female pbysi- 
= by the same laws that govern its own mem- 

ers,’ 

Dr. Bowpitcn arose to a point of order, and 
reminded the President that the Association had 
postponed the order of the day for five minutes 
to Dr. Storer’s question of privilege. He claimed 
that the five minutes had expired, and he moved 
to lay the resolutions on the table, which motion 
prevailed without a negative vote. 


Report on Insanity. 


Dr, C, A. Warxer, of Boston, read the report 
of Dr. J. Ray, of Providence, R. I., on Insanity. 
It was an able and interesting paper. 

Dr. Cutprey, of Lexington, y., offered some 
remarks in vindication of the Superintendents of 
Insane Asylums, with reference to their connec- 
tion with this Association. He referred to the 
fact that there were five such Superintendents 
present, who were a larger proportion of their 
class than the representatives of any other class 
of the medical profession present. 
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The report of Dr. Ray was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 


Nominations and Place of Meeting. 


The Committee on Nomination of Officers and 
Place of Meeting reported as follows: 

Place of Meeting—New Orleans, 

President—Sauvr. D. Gross, of Pennsylvania. 

Vice-Presidents—A. C. Post, of New York; 
Joun L, Atizz, of Pennsylvania; D. W. Yan- 
DELL, of Kentucky; and i. R. Storer, of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Permanent Secretary—Wu. B. Atkinson, of 
Pennsylvania, 

Assistant Secretary—T, G. Ricuarpson, of New 
Orleans. 

Treasurer—Casrer Wistar, of Pennsylvania, 

Committee of Arrangements—W. Stone, War- 
ren Brickell, S. Chapin, John Foster, L. T. 
Pimm, 8. M. Bemiss, C. Beard, all of New Or- 
leans. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Bennett Dowler, 
S. A. Smith, D. W. Brickell, 8. M. Bemiss, J. 
Scott—all of New Orleans. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Illinois, that por- 
tion of the report naming the place of meeting 
and the officers resident there, was laid on the 
table. The rest of the report was adopted. 

Dr. Davis remarked that the crisis had ar- 
rived, which he had long anticipated, when the 
matter of eating and drinking, and entertaining 
the Association had come to involve such an ex- 
pense that no invitation had been extended in 
advance, by resident members of the profession, 
for the Association to meet in any city, and the 
Committee had reported New Orleans, without 
an invitation from any one there. While there 
was no city in which he would like better to 
meet on personal accounts, and as a manifesta- 
tion of reunion with the South, he felt that it 
would not be right to 7 a meeting of the 
Association on that city. It was embarrassed in 
every relation of life, like all other places in that 
direction. It was impoverished, and though 
they would no doubt receive us with cordial and 
open hands, it would be wrong to tax them in 
that way. They could not vie with the rey | 
and extravagance of Cincinnati; or if they did, 
it would be at a sacrifice we should not admit of. 
He would give them another year to recover, and 
an opportunity to invite us. He therefore of- 
fered the following: 


“ Resolved, That the next annual *meeting of 
the American Medical Association shall be held 
in the city of Washington, on the first Tuesday 
in May, 1868, and every second year thereafter, 
unti] otherwise ordered by the Association. 

* Resolved, That whenever the Association 
shall meet in the city of Washington, as directed 
in the above resolution, the Committee of Ar- 
rangements be strictly furbidden either to provide 
themselves, or to accept provision by others, of 
any entertainment or excursion whatever.” 

Dr. Yanpe.t, of Kentucky, arose, and was 
urged to take the stand, where he said; “I have 
listened with pleasure, and derived some new 
light from the remarks of the gentleman from 








Chicago. I arise to explain the motives of the 
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Committee in naming New Orleans, and in doing |. 


which I think I sball violate no confidence. 

When the place of meeting was called for, Dr. 

Horatio Storer, of Massachusetts, proposed 

New Orleans. The motion was seconded by Dr. 

Avonzo Patmer, of Michigan. As one of the 

few representatives from the South, I chanced to 

be in the Committee, aud was asked my opinion 
in reference to New Orleans. I confess to you, 

entlemen, that I never listened to a proposi- 
tion in all my life which excited such emo- 
tions in my breast as this motion, coming from 

Massachusetts, and seconded by Michigan, to 

take this great body of brethren across the crim- 

soned waste of war, and hold out the hand of fel- 
lowship to their brethren in the South. [Cheers.] 

I confess to you, that when Dr. Storer, of New 

England, and Dr. Paumer, of the mighty West, 

moved that we thus extend the hand of brother- 

hood to the medical profession of the South, I 

could not restrain my emotions from bringing 

tears of joy to my eyes. 

“The first question was, whether it would be 
acceptable to New Orleans. I felt that I had 
some right to speak for the profession in New 
Orleans. My excellent father and myself had 
taught many of them as students of medicine. 
I had served with them, and was personally ac- 
queens with most of those who had been in the 

uthern army, I knew they felt as I feel, that 
when peace came in 1865, we had been united 
again; in fact, that we had never been divided; 
that though politicians had separated us by geo- 
graphical lines, still the great republic of letters 
was one: that 

***No pent up Utica contracts our powers, 
Bat the whole boundless republic is our: !’ 

“Tn the great republic of science, all geograph- 
ical lines should be obliterated. We of the South, 
and you of the North, the East, and the West, 
have a common heritage. The ashes of the illus- 
trious Drakes lie in your beautiful eemetery here. 
Have we of the South no claim to nor interest in 
his name and his fame? Have you of the North 
no interest in the long list of great and good men 
who adorn the profession in the South? No in- 
terest in those whose labors have added glory 
not only to medicine, but to the nation? 

“Hence I said I believed every man in the 
South, in that land of flowers, of the mocking- 
bird, and of beautiful women, waited but to have 
your hands extended to them to give you a wel- 
come. |Cheers.] I said to the Committee that New 
Orleans was. poor, that the whole South. was 
poor, but that you would not be less welcome to 
sit under our vines, and to take the fruit from 
our fig trees; that wecould not give you such 
splendid entertainments as Cincinnati has done; 
but we could do what was better than eating, 
and better than drinking: we could give you the 
warm grasp of the hand that you aa take with 
you in memory to your homes. In view of this, 
the Committee honored itself and honored New 
Orleans by selecting tbat place for its next 
meeting. : : 

_ “T see the objection of Dr. Davis, but if he 
proposes to do no eating and no drinking at the 
next meeting, New Orleans is a better place than 

Washington City. [Applause.] If you want to 





t the Medical Association on low diet, go down 
there. [Cheers.] But the very reason of all others 
which should take the Association south of Ma- 
son and Dixon’s line—if such a line there be 
now—is that the Southern people are not able to 
come to you. They are not here to day because 
they could not afford to come. But they would 
welcome you to their homes. If you do not go 
to New Orleans, then go to some place within 
their reach.” 

Dr. Griswotp, of Ohio, moved to substitute 
Knoxville, Tennessee, instead of Washington 


City. 

Dr. Sayre moved to substitute New Orleans, 
as in the original report. Ile thought that, with 
Dr. Davis’s resolution of restriction as to enter- 
tainments, there would be no objection to that 

lace. 

” Dr. Cox, of Maryland, endorsed all that had 
been said by his friend from Kentucky; was 
d that one man from the South had ex- 
himself as standing on the platform of 
the union of the medical profession. He never 
supposed there would be any difficulty in re- 
uniting the profession of medicine after the war 
was over. As to the entertainments of the As- 
sociation, he was in favor of them, and thought 
if Dr. Davis’s measure was adopted, the useful- 
ness and attendance of the Association would be 
impaired. In England they did far more eating 
re drinking than was done here, and yet they 
accomplished a large amount of work. F 

Dr. D. H. Storer, of Boston, said the object of 
these meetings was to bring as many of the pro- 
fession together as possible, and it should meet 
in such places as would accomplish that object. 
We should not meet where we have not been in- 
vited by resident members. That thing had been 
tried in Boston, and came near failing. The 
probability was, we would be well received, but 
we ought to wait for a proper invitation. Ought 
we to go when we know there are a great many 
there who would wish us away. 

The hour having arrived for the steamboat 
excursion, the whole subject was laid upon the 
table. 

Fourtn Dav—Friday, May 10th. 


The Association met at 9 o'clock, the President, 
Dr. Askew, in the chair. Minutes of last session 
read and approved. 


Next Place of Meeting. 
Dr. Davis’ resolution in regard to the next 
place-of meeting, was then taken up and acted 


upon, 
POF, Cox, of Maryland, moved to strike out the 

second resolution and to substitute therefor the 

following: af 

‘“‘ Resolved, That hereafter no entertainment 
given to the Association shall conflict with the 
regular business of the body or its sections.” 

Dr. Hammer, of St. Louis, moved to amend thé 
first resolution by substituting City of St. Louis 
for City of Washington, and made a brief speech 
in support of his amendment. 

Dr. Davis’ resolutions, as amended by Dr. 
Sayre, were adopted by a large majority. The 
following are the resolutions as amended: . 

“ Resolved, That the next annual meeting of 
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the American Medical Association shall be held 
in the City of Washington, on the first Tuesday 
in May, 1868, and every second year thereafter, 
until otherwise ordered by the Association. 

“ Resolved, That whenever the Association 
shall meet in the City of Washington, or else- 
where, as directed in the above resolution, the 
Committee of Arrangements be strictly forbidden 
either to provide themselves, or accept provision 
by others, of any entertainment or excursion 
whatever, which will conflict with the regular 
business of the body or its sections. 


The Cinchona Tree. 


On motion of Dr. Arxrnson, the President was 
directed to appoint a committee to memorialize 
Congress relative to the cultivation of the cin- 
chona tree in this country. 


Papers on Cholera. 


The Secretary presented a paperupon the Causes 
and Management of Cholera, by Dr. E. Harris, 
which was referred to a Committee to examine 
parers designed for publication. 

Dr. Wu. Marspen, of Canada, presented a sy- 
nopsis of an essay on the contagion, infection, 
and portability of Asiatic Cholera, in its relations 
to quarantine. with a brief history of its origin 
and cause in Canada, from 1832. 

A motion to refer to the Committee on Publi- 
cation was adopted, but afterward reconsidered, 
and the paper referred to the Committee on Revi- 
sion, above authorized. 


Further Nominations. 

The Committee on Nominations made the fol- 
lowing amendments to their report, called for by 
changing the place of meeting from New Orleans 
to Washington City. 

On Prize Essays—Drs, Charles Woodward, W. 
W. Dawson, S. B. Stevens, Robert Bartholow, P. 
S. Connor. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. Grafton Ty- 
ler, William P. Johnson, F. Howard, Wm. Mar- 
burv, Lewis Mackall, T. F. Mowry, J. M. Toner, 
of Washington, D. C. 

Assistant Seeretary—J. W. H. Lovejoy, of 
Washington, D. C. 

Committee on Medical Education—A. B. Pal- 
mer, Michigan; —— Byford, Illinois; M. L. Lin- 
ton, Missouri; G. C. E. Weber, Ohio; H. R. Sto- 
rer, Massachusetts. 

Samuel Willey was added to the Committee on 
Necrology for Minnesota; also, 8. M. Welch, of 
Texas; John Shrady, New York; John M. Jones, 
District of Columbia; Thomas M. Logan, Cali- 
fornia; A. G. Field, Iowa; H. F. Askew, Dela- 
ware. 

Committee on Medical Literature—George Men- 
denhall, R. R. McIlvain, George (. Blackman, E. 
Williams, C. 8. Conner—all of Cincinnati. 

Epidemics and Climatology—N. F. Thomas, 
New York; J. W. Hatch, California; Joseph 
Jones, Tennessee; J. F. Heard, Texas; E. K 
Hunt, Connecticut, substituted for Dr, Catlin. 

Committee on Publication—F. G. Smith, Casper 
Wistar, W. B. Atkinson, W. Mayberry, all of 


Pennsylvania; H. F. Askew, Delaware; H. R. 
Storer, Massachusetts; and W. W. Dawson, Ohio. 
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: _ following was offered by Dr. Cox, of Mary- 
and: 

“ Resolved, That a committee of five be ap- 
pointed by the chair to take into consideration 
such amendments or alterations in the plan of 
organization of this Asgociation, and to remedy 
defects, if any, and increase its efficiency, and 
report at the meeting in 1868.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Patten, of Missouri, the Per- 
manent Secretary of the Association was author- 
ized to draw an order on the Treasurer, which the 
President shall sign, for an amount of money suffi- 
cient to cover his annual expenses in attending 
the meetings of the Association. 


Resolutions of Thanks. 


The following resolution was offered by Dr. W. 
L, Attez, of Philadelphia. oe 

“ Resolved, That the thanks of this Association 
be presented to the Committee of Arrangements, 
pat to the profession generally of Cincinnati, to 
the corporate authorities, to the Hon. Grorcr H. 
Pznpieton, Hon. Larz Anperson, Dr. MEnDEN- 
HALL, Mayor Wistacs, and other citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, for the cordial welcome and generous 
hospitality extended to the members of the Asso- 
ciation during the present session.” 

Dr. Levick, of Philadelphia, remarked upon 
the resolution, saying that no body of men were 
ever before received with more refined and gene- 
rous hospitality, and he had been sorry to hear 
certain remarks deprecating this manifestation of 
the social element of these we Atty a It was an 
important element in promoting harmony, and 
therefore the dignity of the profession, The re- 
solution was adopted by a unanimous vote. 

A resolution of thanks to the following named 
railroads, for commutation of fares, was also 
passed: Baltimore and Ohio, Marietta, _Little 
Miami, Columbus and Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Hamilton and Dayton, Dayton and Michigan, 
Cincinnati, Indianapolis and Lafayette, Coving- 
ton and Lexington, Chicago and Great Eastern. 

Dr. Cox remarked, that in presenting the mat- 
ter in person to the President of the Baltimore 
and Ohio, that large minded and liberal hearted 
man said, that if a body of politicians, or almost 
any other class of men had applied for such a 
favor, he would most likely have refused them ; 
but that, regarding us as benefactors of the race 
he felt happy to contribute what he could to pro- 
mote our interests and comforts. . 

Dr. Hucues, of Iowa. offered a resolution of 
thanks to the press of this city, for their full and 
impartial reports of the proceedings of the Asso- 
ciation. 

A resolution was presented tendering thanks 
to L. C. Horxtns, for his liberality in giving the 
use of his heautiful hall. Adopted unanimonsly. 

Professor Parvin, of Indianapolis, was, on mo- 
tion, delegated to prepare for reading, at the 
next regular meeting of the Association, a report 
on the special diseases of women. 

Dr. Hrsserp, of Indiana, called up his resolu- 
tions offered at the close of the second day’s pro- 
ceedings, on the use of unofficinal preparations 





by physicians, and the sale of nostrams by drug- 
gists. 
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Dr. Hrsparp explained that the object of the 
resolution was to discourage the use of medicines 

repared in peculiar and attractive forms, and 
insidiously introduced throughout the country, 
that might be genuine and might not, but which 
at any rate tended to confase the practice. 

Dr. Post, of N. Y., suggested that instead of 
the word “unofficinal”’ the word “secret” be used. 

Dr. Levick, of Pa., spoke of these prepared 
medicines as becoming a great evil. No pre- 
scription should be written which could not be 
put up by any apothecary. 

Dr, Cox expressed the opinion that the profes- 
sion should not patronize any druggist who manu- 
factured, advertised or sold quack medicines. 
Such druggists, while making enemies to the 
regular profession, taking their patients from 
them, had no right to approbation or support 
from those who confined themselves to regular 
and legitimate prescriptions. 


Dr. Howarp remarked: We have a right to 
regulate our own affairs, but we have no right to 
interfere with the business of the apothecary, or 
hinder him from selling what he pleases. 

Dr. H. A. Jounson, of Illinois, said: The 
question seems to be whether it is or is not pro- 
fessional to use remedies not recognized in the 
standard pharmacopoeia of the profession. It 
does not become this profession to countenance 

uackery, but we should be free to use any of 
those remedies presented by the so-called Eclec- 
tics, or Hydropathics, or resort to the use of prep- 
arations first advanced by Homocepathists, pro- 
vided we find them useful in overcoming disease. 
We should stand on the broad platform of sci- 
ence; and no matter from what source remedies 
come, whether presented by a school of medicine 
called quackery, or through channels which we 


are accustomed to call legitimate, we should ac- |?" 


cept what proves to be useful. In the hands of 
scientific men they will become legitimate. And 
these preparations and elixirs that have been 
referred to, they are not secrct remedies; we 
know what they are, and what their value, and I 
aa feel at liberty to use them, get them where 

can. 

After further discussion, the resolutions were 
referred to the Committee on By-laws. 


Female Physicians. 


Dr. Arex called from the table his preamble 
and resolutions proposing to recognize female 
physicians by the same rules and limitations as 
other aes The vote on taking them from 
the table was 57 ayes to 52 nays. 

As there was no time for satisfactory discus- 
sion, Dr. AtLeE moved the previous question, but 
it was not sustained. 

Dr. Patuen, of St. Louis, said: ‘At home I 
am considered a friend of the ladies, and nothing 
would give me greater pleasure than to advocate 
their claims where it could be done legitimately. 
But in Europe, Austria, France and Prussia, the 
= of medicine and obstetrics by females 

as proved a total failure. It is contrary to the 
spirit of our profession to have anybody con- 
nected with it except men, and men of reason. 
Nature has so ordained the female, that, at cer- 
tain periods, she is absolutely unfitted to do 
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anything, consequently, could not attend to the 
legitimate duties of the physician. Another se- 
rious objection—no person can practice medicine 
or surgery without a knowledge uf pathological 
anatomy, and no woman haying sufficient deli- 
cacy to enter the sick chamber, would enter the 
dissecting room to obtain such knowledge. Ima- 
gine a lady with her style of dress flitting around 
in the charnel house, or with microscopes diving 
into cancer cells, Pass such a resolution as this, 
and a thousand women about the country, prac- 
tising specialties connected with the female or- 
ganization, will demand recognition at our hands, 
and claim authority for their business preten- 
sions. I think the resolution should be voted 
down, because it is contrary to the laws of nature 
for women to practice medicine. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, moved to refer the reso- 
lutions to the standing Committee on Medical 
Ethics. He believed that the Association would 
rather avoid, at present, any lengthy discussion 
of this subject. 

Dr. Bownicu, of Boston, was in favor of the 
idea of the education of females in medicine, and 
cited several instances wherein their services had 
been valuable. 

The resolutions were finally referred to the 
Committee on Medical Ethics. 

The Secretary read a letter of resignation from 
Dr. Jutivs Hompercer, of New York. 

Several members here arose, and stated their 
belief that Dr. Homberger should rather he ex- 
pelled from the Association; that he had violated 
the Code of Ethics by advertising a specialty. 
Referred to the Committee on Ethics. 


The Chronic Insane. 
Dr. Lez, of New York, presented the follow- 


a Resolved, That providing for the poor chronic 
insane in the jails and almshouses of our coun- 
try, as at present practised in nearly all the 
States of the Union, is a gross violation of the 
laws of humanity, and contrary to the divine in- 
juntion of doing to others as we would be done 


%% Resolved, That when the regular hospitals 
for the Insane of a State are insufficient to ac- 
commodate both acute and chronic cases that are 
sent to them,. this Association would strongly 
recommend the procurement of a suitable amount 
of land in the vicinity, and the erection of con- 
venient, well planned and well ventilated, but 
comparatively inexpensive buildings, in connec- 


tion with and under the same general super- . 


vision as the hospitals themselves, where those 
who are able to labor, and would be benefited 
by light regulated employment, may be suita- 
bly accommodated and properly cared for. — 

** Resolved, That the example of Moss in es- 
tablishing asylums for the accommodation and 


humane treatment of the chronic insane, is 


worthy of all praise and imitation, and in the 
opinion of this Association, such institutions, if 
rightly inaugurated and judiciously carried on, 
will be a benefit to the State in an economical 
int of view, will raise the character of the 
tate ae oe and will greatly subserve the 


interests of the insane generally. 
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“ Resolved, That as the present insane hospi- 





tals are capable of accommodating but a small 
roportion of the 40,000 of the insane of the Uni- 
ted States, and as almshouse and jail. provision 
js not adapted to their proper care and treatment, 
this Association would recommend to the proper 
State authorities to make such further provision 
in the direction above indicated, as may tend to 
the amelioration of their condition, if not the re- 
storation of their rational and moral faculties.” 


The following were appointed said committee, 
viz., Drs. C. A. Lee, New York, Gundry, of Ohio, 
John Fonerden, of Maryland, C. A. Walker, of 
Massachusetts, and W. 8S. Chipley, of Kentucky. 


The Association then adjourned sine die, 

[A report of the meetings of the several Sec- 
tions of the Association will appear in our next 
number.—Eps. Mep. & Suro. Rerorrer.] 
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Periscope. 


WEANING. 


Concerning the much neglected question of the 
proper time to wean infants, a member of the 
Norfolk (Mass.) Medicul Society has some prac- 
tical observations in the Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. After quoting the vague and 
somewhat contradictory opinions of various au- 
thors and medical friends, he goes on: 


“The best average I can make, from all these 
authorities, gives almost eleven months as the 
approved term for lactation. But eleven months 
is a longer period than I would have as a rule, in 
the present state of society. Children weaned at 
nine months do as well as those weaned at twelve 
months, for aught I have discovered. And if we 
fix nine months as the proper term of lactation, 
one, two, or three months will, in many in- 
stances,-be added to it, from a variety of causes; 
and if a longer term than nine months is named, 
Just as much will be added to that, and lactation 
will be prolonged to a very doubtful period. 

I suggest nine months—not as prefigured by 
gestation, nor by anything else—but simply as 
the reasonable term for nursing. 

In support of a shortened term of lactation, I 
have an impression, strong enough to influence 
me a good deal, that children nursed beyond one 
year—above all, for two years—are not as likely 
to do as well as those weaned earlier; and that 
scrofulous and pany children are not benefited 
s an extended term of nursing, especially of 

eir own mothers; and, on the other hand, that 
mothers are generally benefited by a brief term 
of lactation. ’ 

The advancement of the teeth is generally 
made an item in deciding the question of wean- 
ing. The age for the development of the canine 

he most dreaded period of dentition—is. 
about the eighteenth month, and to wait for the 
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appearance of these teeth would be to establish 


an unreasonable term of lactation. 

On this ee of the importance of the develop- 
ment of the teeth, writers are very indefinite; 
and each writer who does specify what teeth he 
would have the child exhibit at the time of wean- 
ing, states that children usually show the speci- 
fied teeth at about the age he has named as the 
fit time to stop lactation; so that, im fact, the cut- 
ting of the teeth comes to be a part of a cautious 
theory, but is in reality of very little consequence 
in deciding whether a child should be weaned or 
not. 

Practically, children, like some adults, get on 
comfortably with few teeth or even none, And 
I have long inclined to the opinion, that the late 
development of the teeth is not unfavoralle to 
the well-being of the child. This opinion will, 

rhaps, be sustained. In defence of it I cannot 
es enlarge, but will mention the facts in one 
family, Two brothers, the only children, now 
seven and nine years old, and always in good 
health, were both weaned, of necessity, before 
they were nine months old; neither child hada 
tooth till full fifteen months old, and both had a 
very easy dentition, 

But to our second topic: at what season of the 
year should a child be weaned? 

The testimony now presented, both of authors 
and of associates, is strong and desisive against 
weaning in hot weather; and it points clearly to 
the late fall as the best period for weaning. 

The suggestions of Dr. Drewes, spoken of 
before, which divide the year into a convenient, 
an inconvenient, and an improper season, were 
based on a large and careful observation, and are 
well worth remembering. If we look, however, 
for a formula on the season, we shall hardly find 
anything more concise than the words of one of 
our number already quoted: “either after the 
warm season has passed, or before it has com- 
menced. Of the two, I prefer the former. 

But in this evidence, some doubt appears 
about weaning in the spring. 

I will only add, for ope that (so strong is 
my conviction that much nursing is not well 
borne by the mothers of this day) I would not 
hesitate to wean in the spring. Ifa child is nine 
months old early in May, I would advise that it 
be weaned, unless its mother exhibited uncom- 
mon capacities as a nurse. But each case of 
weaning, like each case of sickness, is to be con- 
sidered and managed by itself, and not to be dis- 
posed of in rigid accordance with any fixed rules 
or maxims.” 





LITHOTOMY IN BOSTON IN 1741. 


I send you the report of a case of “ee 
taken from the Boston Weekly News-Letter, No- 
vember 13, 1741. ‘It is interesting in a profes- 
sional, as well as an antiquarian, point of view. 
The operator was Dr. Syivester Garpiner, who 
studied his profession in France and England, 
and afterwards acquired great wealth as well as 
reputation in the practice of medicine in this city. 
At the beginning of the Revolution, his large es- 
tate was confiscated, as he was a tory refugee. 
After the war he returned to his native State of 
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Rhode Island, when he died at Newport, of a 
malignant fever, August 8, 1786. 


Samuget A. GREEN. 
Boston, April, 1867. 


A Medical Society in Boston, New England, 
with no quackish view, as is the manner of some; 
but for the comfort and benefit of the unhappy 
and miserable sufferers by the excruciating pain, 
occasioned by a stone in the bladder, do publish 
the following case. 

In Boston, October 8th, 1741, Jostan Baxer, 
set. six, was cut for the stone in the bladder, ac- 
cording to Mr. CuesELpen’s late improvement of 
the lateral way, by Mr. Garpener of Boston (who 
had some part of his education in the hospitals 
and infirmaries of London and Paris) in presence 
of the Medical Society and others without re- 
serve. 

This boy by his complaints seems to have had 
the rudiments of this stone from his birth, and by 
degrees the paroxysms of pain became so violent, 
that death or the operation were unavoidable. 
This stone was extracted in the lateral method 
without distraction or 1 pr omiones of the parts, 
which too frequently kill the patients in a few 
days or weeks; or if the patient escapes with his 
life, the urine continues to issue involuntarily 
by the wound, during an uncomfortable life. 
Several such miserable instances we have had in 
this Province “for want of skill and discretion in 
the operator. 

This stone when extracted was of a lenticular 
form, somewhat elongated, imitating the converg- 
ing part of the bladder, its surface instar lapidis 
arenost, but more hard and compact, the cireum- 
ference 4.75 inches; its central thickness 8.5 
[.85?] inches ; the longest diameter 1.5 inch; the 
shortest diameter 1.25 inch. 

The dressings were soft easy and simple, with 
a milk diet to mitigate the scalding of the water 
in the wound. The fourth day the urine began 
to trickle the natural way; the eleventh day it 
_ the natural way in a full strong stream; 

fteenth day no more urine by the wound; and 
makes water only three or four times in twenty- 
four hours. After the twenty-third day, no more 
dressing, the wound being well cicatrized and the 
ie at play about the house. 
hus, in about three weeks a complete and easy 
cure for the stone in the bladder, was effected by 
the lateral way.—Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 


ere : 
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The Prussian Army Organization. Important 
Change. 

Those of our readers who took a part in mili- 
tary life during the last few years will feel inter- 
ested in the following clipping from the British 
Medical Journal of April 27th: 

Letters from head-quarters bring us the official 
news that the Prussian Government has deter- 
mined, in consequence of the experience gained 
in the last war, to make'a very important change 
in the constitution of the medical department of 
the army. It has decided to give all the medical 
officers of the army, authority in their own de- 

rtment precisely on the same footing as com- 
batant officers have in theirs. They are to have 
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the same position as surgeons now hold in the 
United States army. The Prussian surgeons will 
form a sanitary corps like the engineers, and will 
have the military command of the privates and 
non-commissioned officers of this corps, and also 
of all sick men collected in hospitals. The regi- 
mental system of medical service is to be done 
away with. Each corps d’armée will have, when 
on a war-footing, twelve sanitary companies. 
There is to bea training-school onl Kethquastane 
at Berlin for the men and officers of the sani 
corps. This change is a most radical one, and is 
to be introduced by degrees. 


o~<>—<¢ 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 








From the home and foreign catalogues we 
notice the appearance of some medical works of 
much interest to the profession. Dr. L. Bettoc 
has brought out in Paris a monograph “De 
Y'Ophthalmie Glaucomateuse;” and Dr. L. Jut- 
LIAN, @ physician of wide experience, an essay 
on the “ Principles of the Education of Deaf and 
Dumb, and Backward Children.” 





Dr. Jacozn Bicetow has in press a volume of 
miscellanies, which will be published by Litrz, 
Brown & Co., Boston. They consist of literary, 
scientific, and medical papers, many of which 
were the starting points of new but now accepted 
theories. The introduction of the paper on 
“Self-Limited Diseases,’ marked the beginning 
of a new era in the practice of medicine in Bos- 
ton. An eminent Philadelphia physician re- 
cently said that he would rather be the author of 
this essay than the victor of Waterloo. There 
are eleven medical papers. The remaining mis- 
cellanies consist of an address before the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences; and essays 
on historical and literary topics. 





Two puystcians have lately entered, what, at 
first sight might appear, the incongruous field 
of polemical theology. But in fact no body of 
men have a better opportunity to appreciate 
design in nature than the anatomists. So rightly 
argues Dr. G. C. Curxp, an intelligent English 
practitioner, who has lately written a work which 
is well spoken of, called “Benedicite; Illustra- 
tions of the Power, Wisdom and Goodness of 
God, as Manifested in his Works; and also, Dr. 
P. A. Cuapsourne, Professor in Williams Col- 
lege, in his “Lectures on Natural Theology, 
delivered before the Lowell, Boston.” It is 
well to see the ancient and questionable repu- 
tation of the medical fraternity in a religious 
point of view, refuted by the almost simultaneous 
appearance of two such admirable works. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion at Cincinnati, an account of whose proceed- 
ings is published herewith, was a good one, in 
that much was accomplished toward carrying 
out the objects of its organization. Much as the 
time that should have been devoted to the busi- 
ness of the Association was consumed by the 
liberality and attentions of the profession and 
citizens of Cincinnati, it did not prevent the 
transaction of a large amount of business, some 
of which was of great interest and importance to 
the profession. 

The attendance was large, quite as large as 
was reasonable to expect. About four hundred 
names of delegates and permanent members were 
registered, and the whole number in attendance 
must have reached five hundred. The attendance 
from the Atlantic States was small, Only one 
line of railway connecting with the States on 
this side the Alleghenies furnished the delegates 
with excursion tickets, viz., the Baltimore and 
Ohio road. This undoubtedly did much to di- 
minish the delegation from these States. The 
Southern and some other of the longer lines of 
railway also refused commutation tickets, which 
resulted in considerably diminishing the repre- 
sentation from a distance. There were no repre- 
sentatives from the extreme South-eastern or 
Gulf States, and but one from the South-western 
States. It would have been a very expensive 
trip to the profession of these States. 

The Committee of Arrangements, of which Dr. 
Murray was chairman, had made admirable 
preparations for the accommodation and enter- 
tainment of the Association—in fact, the hospi- 
tality of the citizens had been offered and accepted 
80 freely as seriously to interfere with the trans- 
action of the business of the Association. But 
one afternoon and a portion of another was left 
for the meetings of the Sections, so that the busi- 
ness transacted in them was done in a hurried 
and unsatisfactory manner. The effect of this 
was to constrain the Association to pass resolu- 
tions, that next year and every second year there- 
after, the meetings should be held in the city of 
Washington, and when there held, instructing 
the Committee of Arrangements not to provide or 
accept any entertainments that would interfere 
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with the regular business of the Association. 
The profession are under obligations to their 
brethren of Cincinnati for such a display of hos- 
pitality as to bring about this desirable action. 
It is what has been advocated in this journal for 
years. The establishment of a permanent secre- 
taryship and the localization of the Association 
were both originally proposed by us, and both 
points are now carried, much to the advantage of 
the Association, as has been proved in the one 
case, and will be, we are quite sure, in the other. 
Now, we trust that the cognate proposition sug- 
gested by us will, as it can, be carried out, viz., 
the collection of the archives of the Association, 
a library and a museum at Washington, where 
every other meeting is now appointed to be held. 

We do not wish to be understood to be entirely 
opposed to the social feature of the meetings of 
the Association. On the contrary, we not only 
heartily approve of it, but regard it as a very im- 
portant element of the meetings, and would be 
sorry to see it dispensed with; only let it be sab- 
servient to the more important scientific objects 
for which the Association was originally formed. 

We understand that the Committee on the en- 
tertainment of the Association provided by the 
profession of Cincinnati, left wines and liquors 
out of their programme, the wines provided on - 
that occasion having been a voluntary contribu- 
tion by other parties. We thank the committee 
for this action, and we thank Dr. Gzorcz Men- 
DENHALL for omitting intoxicating beverages from 
his elegant reception on Thursday evening. 

We were particularly pleased with the action 
of the Association on the subject of medical edu- 
cation. The report on the subject by Prof. Gross, 
chairman of the Committee of the Association on 
the subject, was in remarkable accordance with 
the recommendations of the Convention of Teach- 
ers-of Medical Schools, which bad met previously. 
The action of the Association on this subject was 
consistent, recommending progress, and we trust 
that its influence will be felt in the schools 
throughout the land. But we will have occasion 
to refer to this subject again. 

The able report of Dr. Prnexnzy on the rank 
of Medical Officers in the Navy, was received with 
remarkable favor, and an able committee ap- 
pointed to memorialize Congress on the subject, 
and on the distribution of prize money. 

Some points of interest and importance were 
brought up, and for lack of time for a proper dis- 
cussion of them were referred to committees to 
report next year. 

The question of the place of holding the next 
meeting was discussed in an excellent spirit, and 
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Washington City finally decided upon for good 
reasons. We trust that that meeting will witness 
a large attendance from eyery section of the coun- 
try, and that the various committees will be on 
hand, ready to report. 

The financial question was necessarily discussed 
with considerable earnestness, but comment on 
that must, with other matters, be deferred to an- 


other occasion. 
i 


Erratum. In No. 530, in Dr. Avo.ruus’s 
article, for ‘Nichols’ best glycerine, Zvss,”’ read 
Bowers’ best glycerine, 3 vss. 





Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 





Plugging the Nostrils for Epistaxis. 
Horrors Mepicau anp Surcicat Reporter: 

A few months since, in looking over one of the 
back numbers of Braithwaite’s Retrospect, I hap- 
hened to see, what had before escaped my notice, 
a new method of plugging the posterior nostrils 
in cases of dangerous epistaxis, that seemed to 
me ingenious, and withal of easy accomplish- 
ment. The old plan of plugging by means of 
a sponge drawn through the mouth attached toa 
ligature, is a very disagreeable one; and when 
the blood is flowing rapidly down the throat, 
considerably difficult; and I remarked to a medi- 
cal friend who was present, that on the first 
opportunity that occurred to me, I would resort 
to the plan above alluded to. It so happened 
that within a few days I was called to an ex- 
tremely bad case, one in which it was evident 
that, although the patient was a robust woman, 
if the bleeding continued much longer she would 
succumb. The usual remedies had been em- 
ployed, the anterior nostril plugged, (the hemor- 
rhage was from one nostril,) but all without 
avail, In accordance, therefore, with the plan 
recommended I proceeded thus: I took a piece of 
thin muslin, of the kind that is usually galled 
Canton flannel, that has a nap on one side, about 
the eighth of an inch wide, and perhaps two feet 
long, and worked into this nap, (although this is 
not recommended by the author,) as much pow- 
dered alum as I could; then tying a piece of 
strong twine to one end of this, I bent about an 
inch over the end of a director from my pocket 
case, previously bent to an angle of about 45 
degrees, and pushed this into the posterior nos- 
tril, almost down to the pharynx, retaining the 


_ string on the outside and in front of the nostril. 
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The object of the string was to leave space in the 
anterior nostril for pushing up more readily the 
strip of muslin, which I continued to do as long 
as any could be got up; then drawing forward a 
little by means of the twine, the end that had 
been bent over the director and first introduced, 
the whole was firmly impacted in the posterior 
nostril, and the hemorrhage instantly arrested; 
not ten drops more of blood were lost; its success 
was perfect. 

I then cut off the strip of muslin and the 
string that were on the outside, about an inch 
from the nose, and the whole was left for three 
days, and then removed by gently drawing down 
the end of the muslin, to which no. ligature had 
been attached. It came away readily, and there 
was no return of the hemorrhage. This is the 
only opportunity I have had of trying this plan, 
and what the result would be if it was generally 
adopted I cannot tell; should it prove as success- 
ful, however, as in this case, its contriver will 
certainly deserve the thanks of the profession. 

E. Puart, M.D. 

Rhinebeck, N. Y., May 13th, 1867. 





Dr. Banning’s Brace. 

Of several communications we have received 
regarding Dr. Bannino’s Brace, we give this 
week the following, premising that it represents 
the tone of all, 


Eprrors Mepicau anp SureicaL Reporter; 

I read Dr. Banntno’s article in the Mepica, 
AND Suro‘cat Reporter, immediately opened a 
correspondence with him, and purchased three 
braces, with the following results: 

Case 1. Mrs, Mc——, temp. phlegmatic, aged 
60. Has been suffering from prolapsus uteri, 
with its attendant evils, for many years. Tad 
been treating her for several months, relief only 
partial, success anything but desirable. Applied 
the brace, Two days after, told me she felt like 
a different woman. Directed her to use it faith- 
fully for a month, and if it was not attended with 
marked benefit, to return it, and she should not 
be charged anything for the use of it; that it 
was @ mere experiment, and the brace must stand 
upon its own merits ; if it fulfilled the indications, 
I should want many more, if not, she should lose 
nothing by it; my object was to benefit her, not 
to sell Dr. Bannino’s Braces. Her husband paid 
me for the brace before the expiration of the 
month, telling me “she was all right.” Had 
walked a mile at a time, since using the brace, 
something she had not. been able to do for 
months, 

Case 2. Miss H——, temp. nervous, aged 20, 
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May 25, 1867.] “ 


Had been dosed with alteratives, tonics, stimu- 
lants, laxatives, and local treatment all to no pur- 
pose, was getting worse, rather than better— 
could not walk any more, not even sit up in bed, 
without experiencing violent nervous paroxysms. 
Applied a brace—walked down stairs next day, 
and upon seeing her again told me she was well. 
I had changed the treatment (by the advice of 
another (older) physician) a few days before, and 
thought possibly the change might be attributa- 
ble to such change in the treatment, removed the 
brace and locomotion was out of the question— 
restored it, and she could walk. 

Case 3. Mrs. R—, temp. nerv. sanguine, aged 
63. Has been troubled with prolapsus for years. 
Says “she has tried everything.” Would fre- 
quently be called in to see her during paroxysms 
of great pain, and relieve her temporarily. Told 
her I thought a brace would benefit her. She 
had tried them (meaning supporters) without 
much benefit. Is a poor woman, and the price 
was an objection. Told her I would give her 
the use of a Bannine brace, and if it did not ben- 
efit her she should return it in four weeks, She 
won’t part with it now under any consideration, 
and has no occasion to call for medical treatment 
since. Thinks it the best instrument yet in- 
vented for relieving women, is recommending it 
to her neighbors similarly afflicted. 

Members of the profession, who may make this 
subject a specialty, may succeed equally well in 
practice without any such aids. Can’t they be 
persuaded to give us the benefit of their experi- 
ence through your columns? 

I have nothing further to say—think the cases 
speak for themselves. 

Very truly yours, H. H. Rogper, M.D. 

Tyrone, Pa., May 3, 1867. 
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The Medical Convention in Canada. 
Ottawa, May 17. The Medical Convention, 
which has been holding its annual meeting here 
for the past week, adjourned last night. Busi- 
ness of much importance to the profession was 
transacted. 

The right of homceopathies and eclectics, who 
profess to have legal qualifications to demand 
registration, is to be tested in the courts. 

Parliament will be petitioned to pass an act to 
prevent the publication of immoral and indecent 
advertisements in the public papers in this Pro- 
vince, and to prevent the circulation, through any 
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Professor Agassiz on the Negro. 


In a recent lecture, Acassiz remarked: “I 
have pointed out over a hundred specific differ- 
ences between the bonal and nervous systems of 
the white man and the negro. Indeed, their 
frames are alike in no particular. There is nota 
bone in the negro’s body which is relatively the 
same shape, size, articulation, or chentically of 
the same composition, as that of the white man. 
The negro’s bones contain a far greater percen- 
tage of calcareous salt than those of the white 
man, even the negro’s blood is chemically a very 
different fluid from that which courses in the 
veins of the white man. The whole physical 
organism of the negro differs quite as much from 
the white man’s as it does from that of the chim- 
panzee—that is, in his bones, muscles, nerves, 
and fibres, the chimpanzee has not much further 
to progress to become # negro than a negro has 
to become a white man. This fact science inex- 
orably demonstrates. * * * * * Climate 
has no more to do with the difference between the 
white man and negro, than it has with that be- 
tween the negro and chimpanzee, or than it has 
between the horse and the ass, or the eagle and 
the owl. Each is a distinct and separate crea- 
tion. The negro and white man were created as 
different as the owl and the eagle. They were 
designed to fill different places in the system of 
nature. The negro is no more a negro by acci- 
dent or misfortune, than the owl is the kind of 
bird he is by accident or misfortune. The negro 
is no more the white man’s brother than the owl 
is the sister of the eagle, or the ass is the brother 
of the horse. How stupendous, and yet how 
simple is the doctrine that the Almighty Maker 
of the universe has created inherent species of 
the lower animals, to fill the different places and 
offices in the grand scenery of nature!’ 





The Castor Bean in California. 


The experiments made in California in culti- 
vating the castor oil bean have resulted on the 
whole successfully. 
The bean plant grows luxuriantly, and the 
yield is very great, surpassing in those instances 
which came under our observation that of an 
other oil seed save the sun-flower. But there is 
no way of gathering the crops known to our 

le, which dispenses with a large amount of hand 
labor. The seeds do not ripen simultaneously, 
but a few only at a time, ranging over a period of 
several weeks. If the seeds are not gathered as 
soon as ripe the balls snap, the beans are scat- 
tered over the ground, and in that condition are 
hardly yorth the cost of gathering. The making 
of castor oil will soon come to be a special busi- 
ness, and we may say that much more skill is 
required in the manufacture of merchantable 
castor oil, than is required in the production of 
any other of the vegetable oils. With a powerful. 
press the grinding process may be wholly dis- 
pensed with; but the bleaching and clarifying 

rocess requires considerable skill and some 
Leowledge of chemistry. 


— — Dr. J. 8. Conzn has removed his office to 
127 South Tenth Street. 








channel, of pamphlets of a similar character. 
[2] 
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Extraction of Volatile Principles. 


MILLON some years ago proposed to extract the 
volatile essences or resins of spices, and other 
vegetable substances, by means of bisulphide of 
carbon; but the essences obtained in this man- 
ner, after being purified by rectification, still re- 
tained perceptible traces of the extracting men- 
struum. Piver has found that these traces of 
alcohol of sulphur may be completely removed 
by washing the crude product with a little alka- 
line water.— Repertoire de Pharmacie, from Jour. 
of Applied Chem. 


Women Doctors in England. 


The London Spectator says: ‘‘We have heard 
the opinion of one of the most eminent of our 
‘living physicians, that one of the new lady physi- 
cians is doing, in the most admirable manner, a 
work which medical men would never even have 
had the chance of doing. Mothers bring their 
children to her in hundreds to consult her on 
really important poimts, on which they freely 
admit that they would never have thought of 
taking advice at all had she not been accessible to 
them. And we should not be surprised to find 
that even in law, as certainly in literature and art, 
special fields of exertion quite consistent with 


feminine instincts will spring up, if they are only | | 


looked for.” 


Valley of the Great Salt Lake. 


‘In a discourse delivered before the Cincinnati 
Academy of Medicine, Dr. Rozerr Bartrnotow 
—_— as follows of the Valley of the Great Salt 

e. 

When the Pacific Railroad reaches this valley, 
i¢ must become a great watering place—event- 
ually, probably the greatest watering place on 
this continent. On the northern side of the city 
@ warm spring issues from the base of the 
mountain, the water of which is conveyed to a 
large bathing house. Three miles further worth 
a hot spring issues from the same mountain ina 
large stream, with a roaring noise due to the es- 
cape of steam. The water of this spring forms 
a lake of considerable size. South of Salt Lake 
City is Utah Lake, a beautiful body of fresh 
water about thirty miles in length by two in 
breadth, lying in the lap of the mountains. 
The river Jordan flows northward from Lake 
Utah into Great Salt Lake. The water of this 
“river is fresh at its origin, becomes somewhat sa- 
‘line at Salt Lake City, and is quite salt when it 
comes to empty into the lake. The lake itself 
‘is the chief wonder of this region. It is a large 
inland sea, having no outlet, of varying depth of 
from one to ten feet. It is almost a pure solution 
of common salt. It contains 20 per cent. of chlo- 
ride of sodium, and but two per cent. of other 
salts. Its density is such that a man may float 

. upon it without difficulty. Bathing in it has all 
the delightful invigorating properties of sea- 
bathing. There is, however, no surf. The 
shores are flat and monotonous, and on the wes- 
tern side, vast saline plains exist, once covered 
by the water of the lake, which had then a much 
vhigher level than at present. There is no accu- 
mulation of water or diminished density; the 
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evaporation of the extended surface is quite equal 
to the continual supplies from the river and 
streams emptying into it. This brief sketch of the 
topography, climatology and resources of Great 
Salt Lake valley, will justify the remark that it is 
destined to become a favorite resort of tourists 
and health seekers, and especially a sanitarium 
for consumptive invalids. The time will come 
when instead of recommending our patients to 
betake themselves to the sea-shore, we will en- 
pet them to bathe in the Jordan and Great Salt 
ake. 


—— Doctors Approinten to Orrices UNDER 
GoveRNMENT. The name of Dr. ALexanper N. 
Dovucuerrty, of Newark, N.J., was sent by the Pre- 
sident to the Senate on the 11th of April, for 
Postmaster at Newark. He was confirmed imme- 
diately. Dr. Dovcnerty served throughout the late 
civil war as a surgeon, and occupied positions of 
high trust, and requiring great executive ability. 
Dr. Nicutincate has been appointed Deput 
Collector of United States Revenue for the 4t 
district of New Jersey, and will reside at Pater- 
son. 





[Notices inrerted in thiscolumn gratis, and are solicited 


f-om all parts of the country: obituary notices and rero- 
lutions of societies at ten cents a line, ten words to the 


ine.] 

MARRIED. 

Hirster—SueuLy.— May 9th, 1867, at the residence of 

the bride’« parents, by Rev. Nicholas Gehr, Mr. Alexan- 
der 8. Hiester, of Reading, Pa., and Mary Catharine 
Shelly. eldest daughter of Dr. A. F. Shelly, of Philadel- 
phis, Pa. 

——E—— 


DIED. 


McKrenan.—On the 26th of September, 1866, Dr. Samuel 
McKeehan, at West Alexander, Washington county, Pa., 
in the 92d year of his age. 

This Nestor of the profession was born in Cumberland 
county, Pa., in 1775, graduated at Dickinson College, and 
in 1803 settled at We dsvarg. Va. In the war of 1812 he 
was first Asst. Surg. in the 3d Reg. 2d Brigade Ohio Mili- 
tia, und subsequently promoted to the Surgeoncy. Cap- 
tured by the English he barely escaped the gallows as an 
alleged spy. After the war he permanently settled at the 
village where he died. He was, in all, in active practice 
sixty-four years. 
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Germantown, Pa. 


B. J. Lepou. 











MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


The next Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of 
New Jersey will be held in the City Hall Buildings at 
Newark, on the fourth Tuesday of May, (the 2tb,) 
at half-past 7 o’clock, P. M. 

WM. PIERSON, Ja... dais 

ecording Secr ° 

' 530—t. 


Orange, N. J., April 2, 1867. f. 





